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What’s the Issue?

homes, infrastructure, assets and crops, compromising
responders to a crisis, and they play a central role in the

society and humanitarian sectors.
Planned, coordinated responses by government, non-government

overlaps in assistance. Involving local community actors, and including
Global research has shown that women and children are 14
In emergencies, women also face increased risks of genderbased and sexual violence; unequal access to food, water,
medical and humanitarian assistance; a loss of economic

recovery. It also ensures that assistance preserves dignity, promotes
self-reliance and is culturally and socially appropriate.

In taking on the regional cluster-lead role, UN Women has seized the
and discriminatory social norms, which are exacerbated
during disasters. Women are not consistently consulted in
preparedness planning, recovery, and resilience measures.
Women promotes women and men having equal voice, inclusion and

the recovery phase. Such skills include community decisionwater and food, and agricultural recovery. Despite this,
across sectors preparing and responding to the disaster with shelter,
level. Data are not always disaggregated by sex, age and

UN Women‘s role in humanitarian

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE
Timeframe: Ongoing
Countries: Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu
Objective:

disaster preparedness, response and recovery. It does so

awareness-raising, capacity development, and provision of
technical guidance and support.

promotes safety, dignity, gender equality and women’s
empowerment.
Focus areas:

•
working with UN Women’s programmes to enable them
to move into humanitarian emergency preparedness

Women has facilitated capacity building on gender and
Fiji,
Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands.

• UN Women’s Ending Violence Against Women
programme supports partners to prepare for and
respond to gender-based violence in emergencies.

programme presence in Fiji, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands,
working closely with women’s ministries to provide technical

• Under its Women’s Economic Empowerment

programme, Markets for Change project partners

Examples from Tropical Cyclone Winston response in Fiji

TC Winston in Fiji, UN Women provided temporary
market shelters and equipment in ten markets,

•
Cluster led by the Ministry for Women, Children and
and the Gender-Based Violence Sub-cluster was also led by
the Ministry and co-led by UN Women. When the cyclone

•

processes.

• Providing support for government ministries and

• Conducted a cluster-led sectoral assessment (and
was the only cluster to do so). The protection issues
identiﬁed in the inter-agency assessment provided
important information for other clusters and
agencies and guided their response.

• Developed a code of conduct for all humanitarian
workers which was adopted and endorsed by the Fiji
Government.

in emergencies.

•
responses.

•

based violence in emergencies.

• UN Women secured funding to support its existing

development partners to provide protection-related
responses.

• The Fiji Disabled Peoples Federation was able to

CONNECT

identify people with disabilities who were in need
and provided disability-speciﬁc ‘dignity packs’ to
563 out of the 900 people identiﬁed.

• The Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre, Empower Paciﬁc and

Medical Services Paciﬁc were able to provide 18,891
women and girls with psychological ﬁrst aid after
the cyclone.

Nauru, Niue, Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

